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AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF AN AMATEUR, | tlemen amateurs; — by a gentleman, 
Sixtn Epocu.—My last night previous to my | Dis first appearance, (this tyro was the son 
engagement an ths Poatinarncdeanitte exauay of a wealthy suburban vicar, who had paid 
in breeches—A debutante discovered by his F -| 17s. 6d. for the part); Antonio, Mr. Alcohol, 
ther—A row inthe Green Room—Unexpected | much against his wish, who desired to play 
denouement, Lorenzo ; but not knowing how many am- 
Tue new company that was to be formed | phibious animals, such as ‘ Red Dragons’,’ 
for the important town of Duddleswell, was | ‘ Green Lions’,’ or ‘ Blue Boars’’ he might 
the main topic for the next two or three | visit on his way to the theatre, expressly 
nights in the green room of the Theatre | desired that Mr. Brougham should be the 
Royal Harding Street. ‘The young ladies | lover of the fair Jessica; the witty Gratiano 
speculated on which would be selected, and | was personated by myself ; the ‘heavy lady’ 
seemed ready to accept any proposal that | was cast’ for Portia; Miss Wellesley for 
would cover their expenses. It was gene-| Nerissa; and the ‘intermediate serious’ 
rally thought the fair Theodosia would lead | for the Jew’s daughter. 
in the pathetic line, and as a matter ofcourse | The ‘ juvenile tragedy’ and Portia having 
‘juvenile tragedy’ and the ‘heavy lady’ | a sovereign contempt for each other, never 
recollected her well, and did’nt think much | played together, and so the comedy was 
of her. Kate Courtall was particularly | chosen to give her an opportunity of making 
anxious to be engaged for the general utility | a first appearance in what many marred 
business, though I fancied from her side- | ladies wear successfully—the breechesf I 
glances, that Horatio Hupstart was more in | need not state that she had plenty of con- 
her thoughts than the extensive Mr. Antony | fidence, for she rolled about in them with 
Burley. The ‘ chief comic’ was the only | complete au fait, and turned her head to 
lady who did not express a wish to leave the | the side boxes with a sort of enquiring air, 
old quarters ; she seemed satisfied with her | that seemed to say “‘ Don’t you admire my 
present position, and content to wait pati- | ancle; and my calf ’s not so bad, is it?” 
ently for an advantageous opening in town.| The other ladies in the piece said she was 
The pieces selected for my farewell night, | “ dreadfully padded,” and her swain who 
were the first four acts of the Merchant of | was standing at the first wing, looked minié 
Venice, A Faint Heart never Won a Fair | rifles at all of us for remarking on the evi- 
Lady, and a condensation of the Love Chase. | dent tight lacing her body had undergone ; 
Shyloek, (for that occasion only) Mr. Anto- Lone assured him he had never seen her to 
ny Burley, who, in consequence of his for- | such advantage ; a second protested that her 
mer connexion with the company, and the | shape was exquisite, a third that her panta~ 
‘immensity of respect’ he entertained for | loons fitted too tight to her person. Her 
Mr. Horatio Hupstart, (whom he had known | walking stick bit his lip, grew furious, cal- 
about three days) had in the most obliging | led us every thing but gentlemen, and swore 
manner consented to appear with the gen- | by all the ancients (Othello’s excepted) that 
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she should never again tread on such un- 
hallowed ground. The comedy, the Love 
Chase, materially altered, in fact, almost li- 
mited to the Constance and Lydia scenes, 
wound up the evening. ‘ First comic’ played 
Constance admirably ; ‘ juvenile tragedy’ 
despite her swain’s injunction to leave us to 
our fate, was an excellent Lydia; and Kate 
Courtall, who could not think of being left 
out on such an occasion, was the Widow 
Green, The house was crowded. 

The only event that disturbed the sere- 
nity of the evening behind the scenes, I am 
now about to record. A young lady, ele- 
gantly attired, and of great personal attrac- 
tions, but with a deep sorrow indelibly im- 
pressed upon her beauty, came into the 
green room, about the middle of the “ Mer. 
chant of Venice,” and requested to see Mr. 
Christopher Carnation. She represented 
she had a great love for the stage, and was 





very anxious to make a'trial on the amateur 
boards. We were all pleased with her ap- 
pearance, though it was of a sorrowful cast. 
Mr. Christopher Carnation would at once 
have completed an arrangement with her, 
but the progress of the piece prevented him 
until its conclusion, till which time he re- 
quested her to go round to the boxes and 
witness the performance. 

The curtain had scarcely fell on the con- 
clusion of the trial scene, and we regained 
the green room, when a middle aged indi- 
vidual, who by his appearance, evidently 
lived upon the fat of the land, rushed into 
the room in a fearful state of excitement, 
and almost bursting with fury, demanded to 
see the scoundzel who had been playing 
Bassanio. Now Bassanio had just been 
called before the curtain, and delighted with 
his reception, and fancying himself at least 
six inches taller than he was at the com- 
mencement of the play, entered the room 
full of gaiety, and beheld no less a person- 
age than the august author of his being, who 
at once opened upon him with a whole bevy 
of invectives, He declared his first born 
had disgraced him, that he was going to— 
in mild phraseology—pandemonium head- 
long ; that his prospect ir this world was 
irretrievably ruined ; that »s Vitals (liver 
and lights included) were travelling by an 
express train to perdition: and the great 
abyss into which he was springing, was 




















nothing more nor less than the detestible 

gulf of damnation. Poor Bassanio was 

thunderstruck. Reply he could not. Mr. 

Carnation suzgested with his usual sauvity, 

that such a disturbance was very improper, 

and that they should go out and settle their 

differences, The man of righteousness then 

turned upon Christopher, obliged him with 

an extensive series of extraordinary epithets, 

and concluded with a delightful dramatic 

metaphor, in which Carnation appeared, for 

the first time, as the arch fiend, his son as 

the tempted one, and himself as a good 
fairy about to rescue him from the destroyer. 

Alcohol who was highly annoyed, invited the 

vicar to take a glass of ale with him oppo- 
site, while Brougham produced a double 
order for the Holborn Casino, the half of 
which he proffered to the indignant instructor 
of mankind. He then commenced an attack 
upon every body; said that the love of the 
drama, like money, was the root of all evil ; 
(though at that moment the circumstance 
slipped his memory that he held three liv- 
ings of £500 a year each, and was paying 
curates to do the work of two, at the exten- 
sive sum of £12:12s. per quarter) that 
acting was the key-stone to all kinds of vice, 
the gambling table, and drunkeness; that 
all actors and those who encouraged them 
were rogues and theives; and that a large 
and capacious Magdalen should be built for 
the reception of actresses. This impressive 
delivery might have lasted for an intermi- 
nable period, but for the entrance of the 
lady who was negociating for her first ap- 
pearance. The vicar cast his eyes upon the 
new comer—stopped short—turned pale as 
death—and exclamed ‘‘You here, perdition ! 
I amruined.” In another moment he had 
left the theatre. 

Reader, the father of Bassanio, the giver 
of good advice, the denouncer of the world’s 
wickedness, had a few months since, gained 
the friendship of the parents, and employed 
it as a means to seduce the daughter ! 


C. T. S., THESPIS, B. W. W., AND THE 
CAXTON AMATEUR. 
My pear Mr, Epiror :—It was with some 
surprise, that on taking up No. 667 of your 
Journat, I sawthat a correspondent, ‘'Thes- 
pis,’ had ventured a protest against the re- 











lations concerning the ‘Caxtons’ in the letter 
of my deceased friend, published in No. 673. 
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There may in ‘ Thespis’s’ idea be some- 
thing generous in entering the lists and 
throwing the gauntlet into the grave; but 
as it is against the will of Providence and 
the laws of nature, that my friend should 
‘come out 0’ the grave” and take it up; I 
—although I do not claim the blood of a 
Corsican—as his friend (not his brother) am 
still on mother-earth and can come forth to 
vindicate his character and wipe from his 
name the ungenerous terms ‘ Thespis’ has 
had the good sense to apply to it, as charg- 
ing him with “contumely and insult” towards 
the Caxton amateurs. And as I feel it my 
duty to answer for my deceased friend; not 
as his mouth piece, but in the sense of what 
is just and right, I do so, 

Allow me then, to assure ‘ Thespis,’ as I 
was myself a witness also on that evening to 
the gullibility of the performance, that I am 
consequently in a position to ratify the state- 
ments of my friend. ‘ Thespis’ says, “‘ the 
letter might have gone down to posterity 
unnoticed, (by me at least) with the best of 
his writings, had it not in this instance, un- 
justly attacked aclub, &c.” ‘Thespis ’ will 
permit me to state imprimis, that the sen- 
tence he quotes from me is an error of the 
printer’s. I wrote “‘ the last of his writings.” 
As for “‘ unjustly ” attacking a club, I can- 
not well see how ‘ Thespis’ can make a point 
there, as I consider C. T. S. was fully jus- 
tified in his attack, if attack it can be called. 
But let me put a simple question to ‘ Thes- 
pis,’ and let him dispute the justice of it if 
he can. Are amateurs to take a theatre, 
post a bill of performance, affix a scale of 
prices, and admit the public only to exhibit 
before them coarse jargon, discordancy, and 
giggling? for such I can testify was the 
case at the performance by the Caxton’s on 
the night in question. If so, when shall we 
feel assured that we are not to be cajoled 
and disgusted upon our entrance into any 
one of them? I am, myself, for upholding 
and extending the reputation of the stage, 
and for sternly repulsing those that would 
degenerate or make it a place of empty bom-- 
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bast and idiotic chaos. That such arts as’ 


‘ Thespis’ alludes to are put into action by 
professed friends, for the purpose of dispa- 
raging the amateur, so that they may laugh 
at him for his failure, is correct, I do not for 
a moment doubt; and in such cases it is a 





THEATRICAL JOURNAL, * 395 


pity that such evident want of sense in those 
who resort to so rediculous and mischevious 
a vein should be, in this age, exhibited. If 
‘ Thespis’ intends for wit his parenthetical 
** poor-grub,” I must beg to inform him, it 
is as poor a particle of that fragile commo- 
dity of our human nature, as ever peered 
into sarcophagus or mausoleum, to raise and 
direct his shaft at a deceased person. Those 
whom C, T.S. called “ grub-like,” were 
grub-likeindeed; they wereas like to Scotch 
Thanes, as common ruffians, trimmed with 
a degree of slovenliness, are to gentlemen ; 
and if ‘ Thespis’ shall live so long as to die, 
I may promise him he shall be as poor a 
grub within his tomb, as was his prototype, 
or any that ever occupied six feet of earth 
as a last and happy resting place. I may 
further assure ‘ Thesyis’ that the term ‘ Cax- 
ton’ did not “inadvertantly creep into the 
letter” of C. T. S. It was intentional— 
perfectly so. That ‘ Thespis’ may prove 
the ‘Caxtons’ did not “deserve the castiga- 
tion,” I do not doubt, but I question whether 
he can prove the did not deserve what my 
deceased friend has said of them. I should 
also remind ‘ Thespis ’ he should not forget 
that it was in accordance with the wish of 
my late friend, I forwarded to the obliging 
Editor of this Journat the communication 
he complains of. ‘Thespis’ should also re- 
member that none other out of the “ valuable 
collection’ of MSS., as he is pleased to 
term them, might have been suitable to the 
columns of this publication. As regards my- 
self, if I would be either accurate or critical, 
I should state that the only actor I observed 
in the tragedy of Macbeth, on that evening, 
was the gentleman (Mr. Ellte) who per- 
formed the part of Malcolm ; and the dis- 
cretion and good taste of this gentleman 
was as commendable, as was the carelessness 
of the others, reprehensible. Mr. Frazer, 
who played one of the Witches, I should also 
mention was creditable. For my own poor 
part, I should be sorry either to disparage 
or discourage any of the amateurs, or com- 
plain without rzason of any of their clubs; 
but I must protest against the performance 
of the gentleman who undertook the part of 
Macbeth, and say that the only good part he 
did, was a speech upon his entrance into the 
Witches’ Cave, which speech, by professional 
tragedians, is in the most part left out. 
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And certainly the gentleman’s appearance 
in the boxes and exclamation of “ Shut-up!” 
after the performance of the tragedy, was 
the least gentlemanly part about him, al- 
though I must admit the indecorous pro- 
ceeding of the audience gave him some 
excuse forit. In conclusion, I must beg to 
assure ‘ Thespis’ that the letter which he 
so uncalledly descants upon, was written 
with as free and as good an intent for the 
benefit of amateurs, as was ever letter writ- 
ten. I am, however, induced to believe-that 
‘ Thespis’ is labouring under a mistake, as 
to the night of performance, when he says 
that “six months have elapsed since the 
night referred to.” The date of the per- 
formance, which my friend reprehends, was 
June 16th, 1851. I should wish that there 
were among amateurs, many who would 
entertain the same opinion as was so admi- 
rably expressed in the letter of ‘‘ A subscri- 
ber from the First,” which followed “ Thes- 
pis.” Amateur performances would then 
be more encouraged and more worthy of en- 
couraging. I do not impute that the faults 
are entirely general. Taking things in the 
view I have, I am, Mr. Editor, your’s and 
Thespis’s, most obedient servant, B.W.W. 


‘METROPOLITAN THEATRES. 





SADLER'’S; WELLS. 

Tue management here has stepped out of 
its usual course and produced a new five- 
act play, alias a melo-drama; but of very 
great interest, which progresses steadily up 
to the end of the third act, where a fine 
scene between Obolenski and Helena takes 
place, and the audience most enthusiastically 
recalled Mr. Phelps. On the whole, the 
play is so carefully constructed that we fancy 
it must be a translation—perhaps from the 
German, or probably from the Danish stage. 
Mr. Phelps’s part is not a strong one, but 
we have seldom seen him in a character in 
which he displayed more judgment and true 
appreciation of the dramatic capabilities of 
the part than in this. Messrs. Bennett, 
Barrett, Belford and Mellon are all cast in 
the play, but have no very prominent situa- 
tions. Miss Cooper played with unaffected 
grace and great natural feeling in the cha- 
racter of the confiding and generous Olga. 
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evident proofs of a lofty and powerful mind, 
and was warmly applauded. ‘The costumes 
are exceedingly picturesque, and the scenery 
beautiful. Mr. Phelps and Miss Cooper 
were called before the curtain amidst the 
warmest applause, 
GRECIAN SALOON. 
Mr. Cuartes Wesn’s admirable drama of 
The Queen of Spades created quite a sen- 
sation, and has been received with shouts of 
laughter. It is extremely well acted, and 
the mise en scene reflects the highest degree 
of credit at once upon the taste and the 
liberality of Mr. Conquest. The house, we 
are glad to add, has been excellently well 
attended. 
STANDARD. 
A new drama, entitled Wellington, Nelson 
and Napoleon, has been produced with 
great success. It is, we hear, from the pen 
of Mr. Fox Cooper. Wilks’s celebrated 
drama of Raffaelle, the Reprobate, continues 
its successful career, Mr. E. F. Saville 
being as vivacious and spirited as ever, and 
Mrs. R. Honner the very perfection of con- 
fiding and injured innocence. The new 
pantomime will be, we hear, one of surpass- 
ing splendour and fun. 
QUEEN'S. 
Tus popular establishment continues in 
high favour with the public, and is nightly 
crowded. Mr. Stanfield James’s new bur- 
lesque has been received with continued and 
rapturous applause—Mr,. George Wild and 
Miss Fanny Williams meriting very particu~ 
lar notice and praise. 
EFFINGHAM. 
THE new manager here, Mr. West Digges, 
manifests untiring efforts to please his nu- 
merous patrons, and in these praise-worthy 
attempts he has been most indefatigably 
seconded by the stage manager, Mr. KE. 
Green. The ballet here is admirable. 





CORRESPONDENCE. 

NOTICE.—The Proprietor of the Theatrical 
Journal having removed his private residence, 
informs his numerous subscribers and cor- 
respondents, that they will be pleased to 
direct all communications to No, 7, Percy 
Square, Pentonville, for the future. 

Anan.—If our correspondent thinks he can 
purchase avy other publication for a penny 





Mrs. Ternant was highly effective, and gave 


that will please him better than the Theutrica 
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Journal, we beg he will not study us in the greatly to facilitate the one, and highly to 
matter, His other observation is unworthy of | increase the other. The decorations of the 


our notice . : 
i 7 p s i 
T. R. BAnweR.—The weather being so unfavow- | theatre will be _ and splendid, and rine 
| feel justified in saying that the front of the 





able we really could not attend, 
A. B. C. should apply to Mr. Tom Matthews, 
of Drury Lane, at his Public house, 
Vesper CLus.—Stockwell is rather too far to 
roam on a wet night, and, be it remembered, 
we do not keep our own carriage, or we would 
willingly have attended the entertainment. 


A B.C.—We are sorry to find a disposition on 
the part of some lady amateurs to quarrel with 
others of their own sex; remember, if there 
is any dislike to an individual, their acquaint- 
ance, in private, may easily be avoided, but, 
surely great talent ought to be fostered, at all 
events. 


IncoG, has our best wishes. We shall always act 
impartially—we cannot single ont any person, 
either for their good or bad qualities—we 
speak only as to their abilities. 


* * Many letters having been forwarded to us 
lately without the postage having been paid, 
we beg to state none will be taken in without 
they bear Her Majesty’s likeness upon them, 
so our friends will see we are loyal subjects, 














WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 15th, 1852 


DRURY LANE. 
Tue announce bill of Mr. E. T. Smith for 
the ensuing season has now been issued, and 
presents several salient points for observa- 
tion. From it we learn the scale of prices 
adopted for the future, and these prices 
strike us as being admirably adapted for the 


‘1 celebrated Niel Gow and Sons. 


house will present an appearance at once 
gorgeous and imposing. The stage arrange- 
ments are progressing most satisfactorily, 
as we have already announced. 


Calamities of Dramatic Authors. 


—— 


No. 1—WILLIAM THOMAS MONCRIEFF. 
BY J. F. Le 





(Continued from our last.) 
Tue death of his wife, to whom the drama- 
tist was most devotedly attached, was a blow 
from which he has never thoroughly reco- 
vered. His friends perceived with uneasi- 
ness the melancholy that was stealing over 
him, and suggested his removal to Paris, 
whither he went : but with a mind saddened 
as his was, the gaieties of that volatile city 
were more painful than otherwise ; accord- 
ingly he returned to London, and thinking 
business would in some measure relieve the 
melancholy of his mind, opened a music 
shop in Regent Street, in conjunction with 
John Barnett; his friends assisting him to 
purchase the stock and good-will of the 
After a 
time his mind began to assume a more 
healthy aspect, and he again appeared be- 
fore the public with one of his hits, Mon- 
sieur Mallet, for his friend Matthew’s, then 
at the Adelphi, many of whose entertain- 
ments, with the farce of the Bashful Man, 
he had previously written for him when at 
the English Opera House. 

After this the Jewess, at the Victoria, was 





present times and the general resources and 
conveniences of the theatre. The enormous 
pit is to be thrown open at an uniform 
charge of two shillings, the lower gallery is 
to be reduced to one shilling, and the upper 
gallery will be sixpence ; while the more 
aristocratic tenants of the boxes will find 
full and ample accommodation at charges 
lower than were even previously submitted 
to the public. All this, too, we understand 


is to be effected—nor at the sacrifice either 
of the public comfort or the public amuse- 
ment, but in a manner which will tend very 











| his next great dramatic triumph, and this 
| was the last piece he wrote of himself; for 
in writing this he Lost nis sient, and 
since that time he has been obliged to write 
through others—by dictation. 

The circumstances under which he lost 
| his sight, may furnish a very useful lesson 
to many ; and we consider we should be 
found wanting in our duty, as a public 
writer, were we to let our veneration for the 
author, make us close our eyes to the indis- 
erection of the man. Nature will not be for 
ever outraged with impunity: nor are our 
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faculties made of that adamantine material, , lowing, before he could make up his mind 
that they will resist the hard and severe | to open his purse-strings, or rather those of : 
study of years, without, eventually, giving | the proprietors’, to furnish the money. 
fearful proofs of decay; they are given us “T voud’nt do it,” said he, as he reluctantly 
bountifully and mercifully for our use ; but | doled out the shining gold, “but dat de 
the abuse of them is terribly punished. | Jewess is one of de peoplish ; and so it will 
Alas! that poor Moncrieff should have fallen | be all in de family. 
under such a calamity, by an undue exer- ( To be continued in our next.) 
tion in the pursuit of success. A calamity | ——=——————____ 
“the darkest and saddest of any ;” one that) AMATEUR THEATRICALS. 
in a moment blighted all his hopes, crushed SeeCRANICS” ra sa , 
in the bud many half-formed projects, and T trict 
lone, kinless, defenceless as he was, plunged ne strictures we passed on anne partons 
him into the depths of despair and ruin, f ee poerinns quartenty Sateen, We 
As we wish the reader to be fully ac- should have thought would have hindered 
quainted with the circumstances that led | Ponce Ps er letter-writing friends 
directly to this dire catastrophe, we shall vind . goer to prejudice it in our 
give them in detail, as they are not only in- | minds by favoring us with their condem- 
teresting but instructive. ore epcedr omy ae noun on Subenday 
Being stage-manager at the Victoria, he last. The spirit of fairness which guides us 
had engaged a very estimable American 1 0UF, reviews of the Amateur Theatres 
tragedian, 8 gentleman in every respect, | has a right to be extended to the Mechanics’ 
thought not, perhaps, exactly a Roscius, Elocution ae who, with m ll their faults, 
notwithstanding the name of that great actor ike gate eqn fe the majority who aim at 
was conferred on him ; he had been “doing “*® heap = other places. The 
the legitimate ” there for a few weeks; but comedy of The Rivals = admirable = 
whether from want of English or Transat- work, that to represent it without fault is 
lantie taste, we cannot say which, the public | oe in the present condition of the 
were,insensible to his merits, and the receipts | i “ oe least 2 go eer-wenee 
in consequence had gradually diminished, “°T® ie Bre, Matayeop aad Cir Antheny 
till at length £15 had become to be consi- | —— portrayed oy Miss Herbert and 
dered ‘a very great house. This state of ' ap Upton. Captain Absolute was 
affairs gave an unmistakeable prospect of Th, sag anbled ayes by Mr. Henry Donaldson. 
half-salaries on Saturday’s, which was con- he farce of the Lancers followed, and was 
vincing proof to Moncrieff that some bold | well played by Messrs. Carter, Cozaly, &c. 
step must immediately be taken. Accord- | SUSSEX HALL, 
ingly our author repaired to the Judaical On Thursday the 9th inst., the members of 
dragon, who had somehow managed to worm the City Elocution Class gave an evening’s 
himself into the guardianship of the treasury entertainment to their friends and the mem- 
of the theatre, and offered, if he would let , bers of the above hall, who were admitted 
him have £80, he would; produce a piece on | free. The chair was to have been taken by 
the following Monday week, that should Thornton Hunt, Esq., but he was prevented 
draw all London. from attending. The entertainment was 
“Surely I can do as much with eighty | very varied, consisting of selections from 
pounds,” said he to himself, ‘as Bunn did | Shakespere, Colman, Morton, and Hatch; 
with two thosuand, Although my Jewess then there were some recitations, of which 
will only have second-hand clothes. whilst Mr. Thomas’s “ Election for Beadle” was 
Alfred had every thing new for his.” worthy of commendation. Of the dramatic 
But the Mordecai of the Victoria hesitated scenes, the ones worthy of notice was, a 
to let the golden stream flow. ‘“ Eighty | scene from the Jron Chest, in which Mr. 
pounds!” exclaimed he with astonishment, | Dyall, as Sir Edward, and Mr. Brodribb, 
** Vy, I questens if dere’s sich a sum inde as Wellford, acquitted themselves most 
whole uniwarsal world.” _ereditably. The finest thing of the night 
Jt took him till the Sunday afternoon fol- _ Was Poor Pillicody, most humourously acted 
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by Messrs. Thomas, Norton, and Rudkins. 
John Dobbs was not so-suecessful as the 
others, although it possessed the advantage 
of the fine acting of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas 
in the parts of John Dobbs and Mrs. Ches- 
terton, the lady playing with exquisite taste. 
The hall was full and fashionably attended. 





PROVINCIALS, | 


ceca 





AsHFrorp.—Mr. W. West repeated his enter- 
tainment here on Monday, throughont the whole | 
of which his elasticity of humour, if possible, 
was greater than on his prior performance. | 
His song, which our space would not permit us | 
to notice in our last, made a decided impression 
on his hearers. ‘ Will you love me when I’m 
old” is an admirable production, and was given 
with much pathos and expression, as were his 
comic effusions of the *‘ Lost Child,” and “Sky- 
ing a Copper.’ His representations of ‘A 
Widder what lets Lodgings,” and his ‘¢ Grum- 
bling Shoe Black,” were fine specimens of 
character. In the more sententious portions of 
cool declamation, his power of oratory fully 
evinced itself. Miss Vanghan’s songs elicited 








their due share of approbation; and we must | 


conclude by saying that for years we have not 
enjoyed a more delightful and rational evening’s 
entertainment. 

SHEFFIELD. THEATRE RoyaAL—On Monday 
Mr. Buchanan, the American Tragedian, com- 
menced a very successful “ starring’? engage- 
ment. He appeared as King Lear, and was 
most cordially received ; at the conclusion of 
the performance he was summoned before the 
curtain by a unanimous and enthusiastic call. 
Miss Emma Feist, who played the “ gentle 
Cordelia” with infinite grace, was also compli- 
mented in a similar manner by the audience. 
Othello was represented on Tuesday evening, 
with Mr. Buchanan as the Moor, and Miss 
Emma Fiest as Desdemona. London Assurance 
was advertised for Friday night, and Mr. Bu- 
chanan was to play Sir Harcourt Courtly; 
Miss Goddard, Lady Gay Spanker ; and Miss 
Emma Feist, Grace Harkaway. 

Hutyt.—THEATRE RoyYAL,—This theatre, re- 
paired and beautified, opened on Monday last. 


BELFAST.—THEATRE RoyaL.—Mr. Charles 
Poole forms the best and most spirited manager 
we have had for many years here. Mrs. C. 
Poole has made quite a hit, and Mr. Charles 
Poole and Mr. Cunningham, as Jack Cabbage 
and Impulse, in Wilks’s popular farce of Sudden 
Thoughts excited screams of laughter. 

MANCHESTER—THEATRE RoyAL—Last week 
was chiefly devoted to benefits, when Miss 
Donaldson, Mr. Holloway, and several others 
made their several appeals with tolerable suc- 
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cess. Miss Donaldson provided a sumptuous 
bill of fare for her friends, for in addition to the 
usual company, Mr. Wm, Pigot and his infant 
son appeared, when they each obtained three 
encores, Miss Lane, the dunseuse appears on 
Monday. 

TemperRANce HALL, Grosvenor STREET.— 
We understand that the third annual soirée will 
take place at the above hall on Chiistmas Eve, 
when will be performed a miscellaneous selection 
of music, also a selection illustrative of * Uncle 
Tom’s Cabin,” and Mr. Eaton’s new song, 
“ Wellington.”” ‘The vocalists, we believe, are 
to be Miss Eaton, Miss Roscoe, Mr. Oliver, Mr. 
Halksworth, and Mr. James Eaton, who is to be 
the conductor. Dancing is to commence at 


| nine o'clock. 


MEcuanics’ INstiTUTION.—THE CHRISTMAS 
Party.—We believe the proceedings are going 
on very favourably for the forthcoming party, 
the usual games, &ec., are in active rehearsal, 
and, no doubt, they will form one of the most 
pleasing features of the evening. 


MACCLESFIELD—The Thespian Amateurs gave 
a dress rehearsal on Monday to a highly respect- 
able andience The nautical drama of Tom 
Cringle’s Log, and the laughable farce of Two 
Eyes between Two constituted the night’s enter- 
tainment, which pleased the majority of the 
audience. We have always observed that the 
ladies are better up in their parts than the gen- 
tlemen, but they lack confidence— practice will 
alter this defect. The scenery was very appro- 
priate, far superior to any we have previously 
seen. The exits and entrances were bad. 





TO A FAIR DANSEUSE, 
The Star of the Rhine, 


I wandered from a distant land, 
The land of legend and romance ; 
But when I reached a colder strand 
The song and lay ceased to entrance, 


Bright Star! I saw thee—and the beam 
Of childhood’s visions flitted by ; 
Whilst gazing on thy beauteous beam, 
It woke a strain of minstrelsy, 


I wandered by the flowing river ; 
Upon those stars with rapture gazed : 

Whilst fairy forms were pictured ever ; 
Like thee—and yet I stood amazed. 

Lo! from the stars—their living semblanae 
Stood forth—in thee—as fairest bright ; 
Methought I dreamed, and fond remem- 

brance, 
Had visioned, but to cheat my sight, 


Bright Peri! may one hope inspire 
To lift my soul to thee above ; 
Whom but to sce is to admire ;° 
And oh; forgive the word—to love. 
Ernest M****#*, 
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ADVER TISEMEN NTS. 


MIVHEATRICAL AGENCY anb REGISTRY, 

Messrs. J. HowarD and PAYNE, bey most 
respectfully to inform Theatrical and Musical 
Amateurs that they are able to afford every 
facility to those who are desirous, and sufficiently 
advanced, to euter the profession. Amateur 
performances arranged and superintended, and 
every requisite supplied ou “moderate terms 
The members of the Vanburgh and other Clubs, 
formerly managed by Mr, J. Howard, will by 
this notice perceive that he is prepared, if re- 
quired, to resume his duties. Wardrobes, 
Properties, &c, constantly on sale. Pupils pre- 
pared for the Stage. Address Messrs, Howarp 
and Payne, Theatrical Agents, 25, Bow Street, 
Covent Garden. 





((OMPLIME INTARY E NTERTAINMENT 
to the Proprietor of the 

JournaLt. CABINET THEATRE. ‘The Ladies 
and Gentlemen connected with this establish- 
ment, desirous of testifying their thanks to the 
Vroprietor of the Theatrical Journal for his 


THEATRICAL | 
| in a Field Marshal’s 


| of the Order of the Garter, 


attention in reviewing their histrionic efforts on | 


all occasions, for the entire absence of bias in 
his notices, and for the zeal he entertains in the 
cause of the drama generally, propose giving a 
Complimentary Entertainment to him on 
THURSDAY, 23rv or DECEMBER, 
when will be performed the favourite comedy 
of THE SCHOOL OF REFORM, with the 


| 


Gungl’s s “* Vaterland.’’ Barret’s “* Ringolette.’’ 
Morine’s “ Perle’s D’Amour,” Labitzky’s “ Invi- 
tation,’’ D’Alberts “* Faust and Belle Suisse ” 
Tinney’s ** Moatrose ’’? and Boose’s * Fleur de 
Lis,” ** Valses,”” D. Godfrey’s “ Gazelle,” Juli- 
ano’s “L’Enchantresse,’’ Guglielmo’s “Etna” and 
Kolozdy,s “*Victorine,” J. H. Tully’s ‘* Topsy.” 
Faimes’s ** Volteguer,”’ and Guugl’s * Westmor- 
land Polkas.’”’ Zerbine’s ‘** Odenwald,’ and 
Frewen’s “Melpomene,” Redowa’s “The Royal 
Blue’s Arline,”’ Glory,” ‘* Victory.” and “ Ex- 
press Galops,” &c. The Ball Room is under 
the superintendence of Mr. Gonriet, (of her 
Majesty’s Theatre,) Messrs, Page, D’Alcorn, 
&c, &c. Doors open at 8 o’clock and; close at 
12. Admission one Shilling, 


EW ADDITION,—Magnificent Shrine or 

Memorial in Honour of the Late Iustri- 
ous Wellington, representing him as in the 
olden times, reposing on a tented conch, under 
a splendid canopy of the cloth of gold, dressed 
uniform, wearing various 
orders of knighthood, covered with the mantle 
Madame TUSSAUD 





and SONS’ EXHIBITION, Bazaar, Baker 
| Street, Portman Square.—Admittance, 1s. 


| Napoleon Rooms 6d. extra. 
| | OYAL SOHO THEATRE, (late Miss Kelly's) 





farce of HUNTING A TURTLE, BOOTS AT | 


THE SWAN, and other entertainments. Prin- 
cipal characters by Messrs. Crombie, Warhurst, 
Hayward, Davies, Howe, Carter, &c. Mrs, 
Warhurst, (her first appearance for three years) 
Mesdames Herbert, (by the kind permission of 
W. H. Angell, Esq.), Clara Nash, Neville, Bad- 
deley, Clifford, and Mary Baddeley. 

Applications for Tickets to be made at 7, 
Perey Square, or to the Manager, or any of 
the Committee at the theatre, and at the Office, 
113, Fleet Street. 


CASINO DE VENISE, | 
High Holborn. 

Ts largest most elegant and best BALL 

200M in London—OPEN EVERY EVEN- 
ING -—entirely me-decorated. Mr. W. M. 
Packer's Celebrated Band will perform nightly 
Sir Henry R. Bishop's new song, ** Mourn for 
the Mighty Wellington;’’ also, by desire, 
Braham’s popular song, “ Nelson.’’ A grand 
selection from Bellini’s favourite opera, “I 
Puritana,”’ together with a choice selection of 
Dance Music by Native and Foreign Authors of 
repute, including D’Alberts ‘* Como,” “ Favour- 
ita,” “ Cherbourg,” “ Edinburgh, “ Ireland,” 
Frewen’s “Glee” and “Bonnie Dundee ”’ and 
W. Guernsey's “ Casilda ” Quadrilles, Jullien’s 
«‘ Valse Hollandaise,” from “ Pietro il Grande,” 








73, Dean St. Soho, Licensed by the Lord 
Chamberlain, Lessee Mr, Thomas Mowbray. 
Manager, Mr. Shirley. This elegant and 
commodions Theatre, magnificently decorated, 
and complete in every department, capable of 
containing 700 persons, is now to let nightly 
for Dramatic Performances, Concerts, Lectures, 
Public Meetings, &c, As a Dramatic Academy, 
it will be found to possess peculiar advantages, 
actual Practice on the Stage being combined 
with general tuition. The greatest attention is 
paid to the comfort and convenience of its 
patrons, while its respectability is ensured by 
a strict and correct mode of management, 
PUPILS CAREFULLY PREPARED FOR THE STAGE, 
INSTRUCTION given in Elocution and Action, 
Fencing, Stage Art, and every information con- 
nected with the Theatrical Profession. Terms 
may be obtained at the office of the Theatre, 
which is open daily, from 10 to 5, or in the 
Coffee Room from 6 to 12, where may be seen 
casts of ; the various plays in preparation. 
SUBSCRIPTIONS. 

Three Months ......... - One Shilling 

Six Months ....... « Two Shillings. 

Twelve Months.............+... Four Shillings. 

Manchester, J. Heywood, 170, “De -nsgate: and Mr, 
Lynch, Market Street; J. E. Forsyth, 24, Scotland Place, 
Liverpool. Tobe had by orger on anv of the Provincial 
Towns 
Published every Wednesday Afternoon at4o’clock by 

Thomas Reede, 115, Fleet Street, for the Proprietor, 
W. Bestow, 7, Percy Square, Pentonville, where all 
communications are to be sent; and Sold by Vickers, 
Holywell-street; J. Allen, Warwick-lane; Harris, Black- 
friars-road ; Gilbert, Paternoster Riw; andal) Booksellers 





and Newsvendors. 
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